Minutes of the FIRST Business Meeting of SC MinOSH
ICOH 2015 Congress
June 3, 2015, 18h00 – 19h30, 

Room 327A, COEX Convention Centre, Seoul, Korea
Attachments: Structure of SC MinOSH and Membership List

The ICOH Board approved the proposal of the Working Group on Mining Occupational Safety and Health (WG MinOSH) to become a Scientific Committee (SC) at its meeting on May 31.  Four excellent sessions on Mining took place at the ICOH Congress. The Business Meeting was held on June 3.  Thirteen members from WG MinOSH, 8 new members, and 1 substitute for a WG MinOSH member (total= 22) participated.  (Appendix)
Erik Jørs welcomed the participants, chaired the Business Meeting, and presented the Agenda:
· History of WG MinOSH and report of activities 2012-15 
· Proposed SC Sub-Committees and activities 2015-18
· Election of Chair and Secretary 2015-2018 
· Executive Committee
· Any other issues
Erik described the origins of the WG MinOSH and its accomplishments, including 58 members, activities on artisanal gold mining, a mining paper nearing the final stage of review, inquiries of the members regarding volunteers for SC officer roles, a proposal for 6 Sub-Committees, and requests for volunteers for membership and leadership.  
Erik presented the Strategic Goals of SC MinOSH:

· Extending effective OHS to all miners
· Developing action oriented ICOH toolkits for mining
· Promoting good OH Practices in mining
· Strengthening ICOH network activities
· Developing collaboration with international allies
· Strengthening information activities
Erik then showed the proposal and volunteers for the 6 Sub-Committees, which were originally proposed for the WG MinOSH, prior to the ICOH2015 Congress.  Substantial discussion followed regarding the proposed small scale mining Sub-Committees, and the attendees agreed that a merger of the two (informal small scale and informal small scale gold) was most desirable and that the new name of the Sub-Committee should be Informal and Small Scale Mining.  The results of expressions of interest by the attendees provided additional members and leadership for the 5 Sub-Committee, as follows:
1. OHS Mining Paper
Chair Kaj Elgstrand (Sweden)
2. Occupational Health Services for Mining
Co-Chairs Stephan Bose-O’Reilly (Germany) and Muchtar Mansyur (Indonesia)
3. Informal and Small Scale Mining
Co-Chairs Vera Ngowi (Tanzania) and Dingani Moyo (Zimbabwe)
4. Formal and Large Scale Mining
Co-Chairs Sylvie Nadeau (Canada) and Hannes Struyweg (UK)
5. Repository for Mining Practices and Training
              Chair needed
Discussion included a question regarding activities on fracking and the oil industry.  Erik noted that the Sub-Committees will decide what activities to pursue, and that new ideas can be brought to them and to the MinOSH Executive Committee.

The expectation of ICOH for products from Scientific Committees was discussed.  Erik described the mining paper nearing review stage and invited additional volunteers for review.  He indicated hope that the SC would produce scientific papers, that good practices and trainings would be collected and archived into an electronic repository, and that the SC will set up an internet home page.  He praised the recent collaboration with National Secretaries to invite members and looks forward to further collaborations.
· Mining paper plus derived publications

· Scientific and popular publications

· Repository with informative practices and teaching materials accessible for people working with OHS in mining

· Homepage for Miners, NGOs, scientists?
· A homepage for SC MinOSH.  Suggestions included Google Docs and a Dropbox.
ICOH Scientific Committees are encouraged to hold at least one Conference within each Triennium.  Erik noted that plans exist already for co-sponsoring the NIVA Workshop in 2016 and gathered additional thoughts.  Decisions will be made during the Triennium when Sub-Committees make proposals. 
· 2016 NIVA Course/Workshop Title: Safety and Health in Mining Organizer/Applicant: Department of Occupational and Environmental Medicine, Uppsala University, in cooperation with ICOH´s SC “Mining Occupational Safety and Health” (SC MinOSH)
· National Association of Occupational Medicine, Brazil: Iguazu Conference, to be held in May 2016. “Mining in Latin-America “ is a proposed joint conference to consider and be organized by SC MinOSH
· Conference on Mining 2017?

· Organize sessions at EPICOH/ICOH conferences?
· Other?  A conference will be held in Jakarta in October 2015; might SC MinOSH be interested in participating?
Election of SC MinOSH Officers was explained.  Erik had already shared his CV with existing members and is standing for Chair.  He invited indication from the attendees to be Chair, and no one indicated interest.  Therefore, Erik has been appointed as SC MinOSH Chair, uncontested.  ICOH rules state that the Chair appoints the Secretary, following gathering of interest.  Erik noted interest from Florencia Harari of Ecuador and invited interest from the attendees; no one responded.  Therefore, Erik appointed Florencia, with great appreciation to her.  He noted that as the new Vice President for Scientific Committees, Marilyn Fingerhut offered to provide mentoring, if Florencia would find that helpful. Regional representatives may be appointed in future, should this be warranted.  The SC Executive Committee will consist of the SC MinOSH Chair and secretary, the Chairs and Co-Chairs of the Sub-Committees, and the founding members of SC MinOSH Edith Clarke, Ghana and Claudina Nogueira, South Africa. (See accompanying Structure of SC MinOSH Attachment.)

Invitation to attendees to join SC MinOSH Erik showed slides with the current leadership and membership of the SC MinOSH, and circulated an attendance register.  Business Meeting participants were invited to provide their name, email address, affiliation, ICOH membership and to check the Sub-Committees to which each person wishes to belong, and to also indicate interest in reviewing the ICOH Mining Paper. The new count of members of Scientific Committee MinOSH is 66, of whom 39 are ICOH Members (See accompanying Membership Attachment).
Appendix : Attendees at SC MinOSH Business Meeting

WG Members
Erik Jørs

Edith Clarke

Marilyn Fingerhut

Muchtar Mansyur

Claudina Nogueira        
Okon Akiba

Thuthula Balfour-Kaipa

Nguyen Bich Diep

Kaj Elgstrand

Kibor Keitany

Anna Suraya

Jane Froelund Thomsen 

Dennis Novak (for Stephan Bose O’Reilly)

Attendees: New Members
Luz Stella Marin

Leigh McMaster
Alejandro Morales

Connard Mwansa
Charles Odhiambo

Viva Schlorssm

Hannes Struyweg
Marcus Wichmann
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